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Current Position
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 2009-2012

Institute for International Conflict Research (ICR)
Center for Comparative and International Studies (CIS)
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) Zurich

Previous Employment
Postdoctoral Research Associate, 2008-2009

Niehaus Center for Globalization and Governance, Princeton University

Education
Duke University, 2002-2008

 Ph.D. in Political Science
 Subfield Concentrations: International Relations, Methodology
 Dissertation: “Communicative Structure and the Emergence of Armed Conflict”
 Committee: Chris Gelpi, Duke University (Chair)

Robert Keohane, Princeton University
Scott de Marchi, Duke University
Steven Wilkinson, University of Chicago

University of Rochester, 1998-2002 
  B.A. in Political Science
  Graduated Magna Cum Laude with Honors

Additional Courses:
 ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods, “Social Network Analysis,” 

July 26 - 30, 2004
  Summer Institute on the Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models,
 June 14 - July 9, 2004
  ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods, “Complex Social Systems and Agent-

Based Modeling,” July 21 - August 15, 2003

Awards and Honors
  Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, NCGG, Princeton University     2008-2009
  Katherine Stern Dissertation Fellowship     2007-2008
  Triangle Institute for Security Studies / Carnegie Foundation Summer Research Grant 2004
  NSF Graduate Research Fellowship – Honorable Mention 2004
  NSF Graduate Research Fellowship – Honorable Mention 2003
  James B. Duke Fellowship     2002-2007
  Phi Beta Kappa 2002
  James D. McGill Prize (Top Political Science Senior, University of Rochester) 2002
  Mary B. Ascher Award (Top Political Science Junior, University of Rochester) 2001
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Peer-Reviewed Articles
“When Preferences and Commitments Collide: The Effect of Relative Partisan Shifts on International 
Treaty Compliance,” (with Joseph M. Grieco and Christopher F. Gelpi) International Organization 
63(2): 341-355, 2009.

 “The Geometry of Security: Modeling Interstate Alliances as Evolving Networks”
(R & R, Journal of Peace Research)

 “A House United: Mass Media Structure, Economic Development, and the Emergence of Civil Conflict”
(under review)

Invited Presentations
  Oxford University, Department of Politics and International Relations 2009
  Santa Fe Institute  2009
  University of Michigan, Department of Political Science  2008
  University of California at San Diego, IR/PS 2008
  Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School 2008
  Harvard University, Department of Government 2008
  Columbia University, Department of Political Science 2008
  University of Texas at Austin, Department of Political Science 2008
  Harvard University, Department of Government 2007

Conference Papers
“Bargaining in the Shadow of Mass Mediated Publics,” presented at the 50th Annual International Studies 
Association Convention, New York, NY, February 15-18, 2009.

“Mass Media, Interstate Conflict, and the Structural Constitution of Domestic Audiences,” presented at 
the 104th Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, August 28-31, 
2008.

“Communicative Structure and the Emergence of Sociopolitical Fragmentation,” presented at the 103rd 

Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, August 30-September 2, 
2007.

“When Preferences and Commitments Collide: The Effect of Relative Partisan Shifts on International 
Treaty Compliance” (with Joseph Grieco and Chris Gelpi), presented at the 103rd Annual Meeting of the 
American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, August 30-September 2, 2007.

“Audiences and International Conflict,” presented at the 48th Annual International Studies Association 
Convention, Chicago, IL, February 28-March 3, 2007.

“Communication, Coordination, and Conflict: An Agent-Based Model of Loyalty Fragmentation,”
presented at the 102nd Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, 
August 31-September 3, 2006.
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“Constructing State Strength: Mass Media, Development, and the Mobilization of Civil Conflict,” 
presented at the 47th Annual International Studies Association Convention, San Diego, CA, March 22-25, 
2006.

“Rebellious Beliefs: Communication Network Structure and the Mobilization of Ethnic Insurgency,” 
presented at the Laboratory in Comparative Ethnic Processes (LiCEP) special meeting, San Diego, CA, 
December 9-10, 2005.

“The Glue That Binds: Communication Network Structure and the Outbreak of Civil War,” presented at 
the 101st Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, September 1-
4, 2005.

“Dyadic Dependence Structures and the Modeling of International Alliances,” presented at the annual 
meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, April 7-10, 2005.

“The Politics of Focal Points,” presented at the conference on “Information, Learning and Linkages in 
World Politics: Rethinking the Field,” Duke University, February 21, 2003

Teaching Experience
Duke University, Durham, NC

  Designed and taught seminar on “Identity, Insurgency, and Guerrilla Warfare” Spring, 2006
  Teaching Assistant for Tim Büthe, “Non-State Actors in World Politics” Fall, 2005
  Teaching Assistant for Alexander Downes, “International Security” Spring, 2005
  Teaching Assistant for Peter Feaver, “Introduction to International Relations” Fall, 2004
  Teaching Assistant for Robert Keohane, “International Law and Institutions” Spring, 2004

References

Robert Keohane
Princeton University

609-258-1856
rkeohane@princeton.edu

Chris Gelpi
Duke University
919-660-4318

gelpi@duke.edu 

Lars-Erik Cederman
ETH Zurich

+41 44 632 67 59
lcederman@ethz.ch

3


