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Current Position 
  

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 2009-2012 

 International Conflict Research (ICR) 

 Center for Comparative and International Studies (CIS) 

 Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) Zurich 
 

 

Previous Employment 
  

Postdoctoral Research Associate, 2008-2009 

 Niehaus Center for Globalization and Governance, Princeton University 
 

 

Education 
 

Duke University, 2002-2008 

   Ph.D. in Political Science 

   Subfield Concentrations: International Relations, Methodology 

   Dissertation: “Communicative Structure and the Emergence of Armed Conflict” 

   Committee: Chris Gelpi, Duke University 

  Robert Keohane, Princeton University 

  Scott de Marchi, Duke University 

  Steven Wilkinson, Yale University 

 

University of Rochester, 1998-2002  

   B.A. in Political Science 

   Graduated Magna Cum Laude with Honors 

 

Additional Courses: 

  ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods, “Social Network Analysis,”  

 University of Michigan, 2004 

   Summer Institute on the Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models, 

  Duke University,  2004 

   ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods, “Complex Social Systems and Agent-

Based Modeling,” University of Michigan, 2003 
 

 

Awards and Honors 
 

  Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, NCGG, Princeton University       2008-2009 

  Katherine Stern Dissertation Fellowship          2007-2008 

  Triangle Institute for Security Studies / Carnegie Foundation Summer Research Grant  2004 

  NSF Graduate Research Fellowship – Honorable Mention     2004 

  NSF Graduate Research Fellowship – Honorable Mention     2003 

  James B. Duke Fellowship            2002-2007 

  Phi Beta Kappa           2002 

  James D. McGill Prize (Top Political Science Senior, University of Rochester)   2002 

  Mary B. Ascher Award (Top Political Science Junior, University of Rochester)   2001 
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Publications 
 

 “The Logic of Intra-Ethnic Conflict: Group Fragmentation in the Shadow of State Power,”  

(with Kevin Troy) 

Journal of Conflict Resolution, (forthcoming). 

 

“Testing Clausewitz: Nationalism, Mass Mobilization, and the Severity of War,”  

(with Lars-Erik Cederman and Didier Sornette) 

International Organization, 65 (4), 2011. 

 

 “The Geometry of Security: Modeling Interstate Alliances as Evolving Networks,”  

Journal of Peace Research, 47 (6): 697-709, 2010. 

 

 “When Preferences and Commitments Collide: The Effect of Relative Partisan Shifts on International 

Treaty Compliance,” (with Joseph M. Grieco and Christopher F. Gelpi)   

International Organization, 63 (2): 341-355, 2009. 
 

 

Working Papers 
 

 “Communicating Strength: Mass Media, Civil War, and the Production of Domestic Soft Power” 

   Under review 

 

“Mountainous Terrain, Urbanization, and the Ethnic Topography of Insurgency” 

   APSA Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 2011 

   MPSA Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, 2011  

 

“Simulating State Sizes: Conquest, Decay in the Emergence of the Modern State System” 

(with Lars-Erik Cederman and Sebastian Schutte) 

   APSA Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 2010 

 

“Nationalism, Communication, and the Politics of Contested Territory” 

   MPSA Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, 2010 

   ISA Annual Convention, New Orleans, LA, 2010 

 

“Domestic Audiences and International Conflict: Bargaining in the Shadow of Mass Mediated Publics” 

   ISA Annual Convention, New York, NY, 2009 

   APSA Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, 2008 
 

 

Book Manuscript 
 

 The Breakdown of Peace: Mass Media, Mass Mobilization, and the Production of Domestic Soft Power 

(in progress) 
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Invited Presentations 
 

  Yale University, Program on Order, Conflict and Violence     2011 

  George Washington University, Department of Political Science    2011 

  ETH Zurich, Center for Coping with Crises in Complex Socio-Economic Systems  2010 

  Oxford University, Department of Politics and International Relations    2009 

  Santa Fe Institute           2009 

  University of Michigan, Department of Political Science      2008 

  University of California at San Diego, IR/PS       2008 

  Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School      2008 

  Harvard University, Department of Government      2008 

  Columbia University, Department of Political Science       2008 

  University of Texas at Austin, Department of Political Science     2008 

  Harvard University, Department of Government       2007 
 

 

Teaching Experience 
 

ETH Zurich, Center for Comparative and International Studies 

  “Political Order and Conflict”  2010 -  2011 

  “Advanced Computational Modeling of Social Systems”     2010 

 

Duke University, Department of Political Science 

  “Identity, Insurgency, and Guerrilla Warfare”      2006 

  Teaching Assistant for Tim Büthe, “Non-State Actors in World Politics”   2005 

  Teaching Assistant for Alexander Downes, “International Security”   2005 

  Teaching Assistant for Peter Feaver, “Introduction to International Relations”   2004 

  Teaching Assistant for Robert Keohane, “International Law and Institutions”   2004 
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